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Dear RCSD Community Member, 

Happy January! With the New Year upon us, I want to provide the Rye City School District 
community with an update on plans and priorities for the year ahead. 

Principal Searches 
The District’s search process for new Principals to lead Rye High School and Milton School is 
well underway. The District has engaged School Leadership LLC, a search firm that specializes in 
education, to develop ideal candidate profiles, advertise nationally for the positions, and assist 
in evaluating the candidates. This month, School Leadership held focus group sessions with 
parents, students (at RHS), teachers, staff, and administrators to find out what qualities and 
skills they think the next Principals should possess. School Leadership also fielded online  
surveys for members of the community who wanted to offer suggestions on a confidential 
basis. The search consultants are using what they learned to help us find the ideal match for 
both schools. Our expectation is for the new Principals to join the School District over the  
summer to be in place for the new school year. 

Capital Project Update 
The District is preparing to begin construction in early June to replace the Nugent Stadium turf 
field and track and to install a custom tarping system designed to protect the field from flood 
damage. The bid for the work was awarded at the January 21 Board of Education meeting. We 
have submitted plans to the New York State Education Department for auditorium renovations 
at Midland and Osborn Schools and installation of air conditioning at the RHS/RMS Performing 
Arts Center, all of which we expect will take place over the summer. Also included in those 
plans are some renovations to bathrooms at Midland, Osborn, and RMS/RHS, and upgrades to 
electrical and plumbing systems needed before more work can take place at those buildings. 
We hope to receive approval from the State soon. 

The District is currently in the design phase for secure vestibule entrances to be added at all 
five buildings, as well as for the two permanent classroom wings to replace portable trailer 
classrooms at Osborn and Midland Schools. To keep abreast of the capital project work 
progress, visit the “Capital Project” section of the District’s website. You may also send any  
questions to capitalproject@ryeschools.org, a monitored email account. 

Mental Health/Social-Emotional Wellness 
Mental health and social-emotional wellness will continue to be a focus for the RCSD in 2020 
and beyond. Over the summer, the District hired Rosemarie Bracciodieta, an Elementary  
Guidance Counselor who works with elementary school students at all three schools, mainly  
on social/emotional development. Social/emotional development not only aides student well 
being, but also contributes to academic achievement and supports future college and  
career readiness. 

Rye Middle School has begun a program of Dialectical Behavioral Therapy (DBT) adapted for a 
school environment for all 6th graders and taught in physical education classes. DBT is a  
cognitive behavioral program that teaches everyday skills that help kids live in the moment, 
cope healthily with stress, regulate emotions, and improve their relationships with others,  
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all important skills  
for navigating life  
in middle school and beyond. 

Rye High School and Rye Middle School both continue to work with Challenge Success, a 
Stanford University program that seeks to help communities like Rye reframe its definition 
of student success with the ultimate goal of reducing unhealthy stress and increasing  
student engagement with school life. To learn more about the District’s Social-Emotional 
Learning programs, we invite you to visit the District’s website and watch a panel  
discussion from a recent Board of Education meeting. 

Safety and Security 
Safety and security remain a top priority for the School District. The District is completing  
installation of security cameras in all District buildings and on the grounds of every campus, 
thanks to partial funding from a New York State grant program. Secure vestibule entrances 
for all five schools are in the design process, with installation expected to take place over 
the summer of 2021. 

Project-Based Learning 
Studies show that students are more engaged and retain information more effectively when 
they are actively doing, rather than just receiving information. The District’s focus on creating 
new opportunities for Active Learning and Project-Based Learning (PBL) continues with a 
new team of 18 teachers who have signed up to be PBL Fellows, bringing the total to 33 
PBL Fellows throughout the District. These teachers learn how to weave active learning into 
their syllabi and are provided with professional supports throughout the course of the 
school year. Once trained, they serve as PBL ambassadors to their colleagues. This year’s 
PBL Fellows and their students demonstrated their work at a PBL Gallery Walk on Tuesday, 
January 21st. It was a joy to see all the young learners so excited about their projects. 

Thank you for your interest in, and continued support of, the Rye City School District. 
For photos and other RCSD news, follow me on Twitter at @EricByrneRCSD  

Sincerely, 

Eric Byrne, Ed.D., Superintendent of Schools

Spotlight on the Arts

Winners of the Rye 
YMCA Heads Up!  
Distracted Driving 
and Walking  
Poster Contest

Congratulations to the three 
winners of the YMCA’s ninth 
annual “Heads Up! A  
Distracted Driving and  
Walking Poster Contest” who 
were recognized at an 
awards ceremony on January 
22 at the Rye Arts Center. In 
first place was Sofia Carter, in 
second was Sam Askin, and 
in third was Dillon Fowle.  

Students from Rye High 
School art teacher Nichole 
Chiffriller’s Digital  
Photography classes  
submitted poster designs  
to illustrate the dangers of 
distracted walking and driv-
ing. The students themselves 
narrowed the field to 12  
finalists, and the Rye Y con-
vened a panel of community 
judges to select the winner. 

All 41 entry posters are  
currently on display at the 
Rye Arts Center through the 
end of February.  n

Poster Contest Winners Sofia 
Carter, Sam Askin, and Dillon 
Fowle with their posters

Enthusiastic young participants at the PBL Gallery Walk 
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Commendations

● Jonah Matthison and Cameron Murphy are the first and second place winners
of the RHS Poetry Out Loud competition.  They will represent RHS at a Regional
Competition in NYC on February 15

● The boys varsity basketball team played (and won over) Sleepy Hollow on the
NBA court at Barclays Center in Brooklyn, courtesy of the non-profit Playbook Kids

● Senior girls varsity basketball team captain Teaghan Flaherty has been
nominated to the McDonald’s All-American team and was named the Con Edison
Scholar-Athlete for the week of December 22. She also became the 7th Rye
basketball player to reach 1,000 points scored

● The varsity girls cheerleading team took 3rd place in the Eagle Nation Competition

● At the Cross Country County Championships, the girls mile relay team of Catriona
McWilliam, Leila Murati, Pippa Emms, and Katie Coyne placed 2nd, and Layla
Murati placed 5th in the 600 meter

● Varsity football team quarterback Declan Lavelle and wide receiver/defensive
back Matthew Tepedino were named to All-State Class A first team

● Matthew Tepedino was named a 2020 Golden Dozen Scholar-Athlete Award
winner by the Westchester Chapter of the National Football Foundation and Hall
of Fame while Brendan Lavelle and Declan Lavelle received Honorable
Mention awards

● Declan Lavelle won the Rye Rotary Sportsmanship Award for the Rye Harrison
football game

● RHS Senior Doug Beney signed a National Letter of Intent to play golf at
St. John’s University

● The RHS varsity hockey team beat Pelham for the first time in 10 years

Picture 1: Senior Doug Beney will be playing golf at St. John’s University next year; Picture 2: 
Teaghan Flaherty celebrating her 1,000th point with teammates; Picture 3: The Cheer team in action

LOOKING AHEAD: 

Tuesday, February 4 
Board of Education  
Meeting: Budget  
Presentation 
8:00 p.m. 
RMS Multipurpose Room 

February 17-21 
Mid-Winter Recess 
All Schools Closed 

Tuesday, February 25 
Board of Education  
Meeting: Open Topics 
Forum/Capital Project 
Update 
8:00 p.m. 
RMS Multipurpose Room 

Tuesday, March 3 

• Board of Education
Service Interest Meeting
7:00 p.m.

• BOE Budget Work
Session
7:30 p.m.

RMS Multipurpose Room 




