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Dear RCSD Community Member, 
 
And we are all in - just in time for senior spirit week and the 93rd iteration of the Rye Harrison  
football game. Rye High School juniors and seniors returned to full-time school at the High 
School on April 7. Spirit week followed during the week of the 12th leading up to the 93rd varsity 
football game (normally held in November). A hearty congratulations to the players, their fami-
lies and of course the Garnet coaching team led by Dino Garr for their 21-13 victory over the Har-
rison Huskies. Football in April struck a lot of folks as a bit odd, but nevertheless it was a terrific 
day at Nugent Stadium. Congratulations also to Director of Athletics Susan Reid Dullea on suc-
cessfully coordinating her first Rye-Harrison football game. Many thanks to our custodial staff, 
high school administrators, the City of Rye and Rye PD for their support on the day. Go Garnets! 
 
In other good news, I am happy to share that Rye High School will be able to recognize and cel-
ebrate our class of 2021 this spring. Plans for an in-person Graduation, Prom, and another Grad-
uation Caravan are in the works. While we are grappling with organizational challenges such as 
mandated COVID-19 testing, limited participation, live-streaming, and strict safety protocols, we 
are confident that we can celebrate and honor our graduates in a fitting manner. It will be won-
derful to stand on the field at Nugent  
Stadium and celebrate our students’ 
achievements with their families once more. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Eric Byrne, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 

Tuesday, May 18, RMS Gym, 6:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. 
 

By law, each and every school year, school districts in New York State must have the budgets 
for the next school year approved by the voters of their community. The State dictates the 
date on which the school budget vote and trustee (school board member) election will be 
held; generally the third Tuesday in May. We encourage the community to review the budget 
information on the District website and to vote on May 18. 
 
Despite stories about increased funding for schools in the media, Rye will not be receiving an  
increase in funding this year. While the District’s Foundation Aid allocation was increased, our 
other state funding has been reduced and will result in an anticipated overall decrease of 
$49,999 in our funding from the state for the 2021-22 school year as compared to the 20-21 
school year. The 2021-22 budget is tax cap compliant. For those of you who have not been 
following tax law closely (and no one would faultyou for this), the tax cap was created by 
Governor Cuomo in 2011 to limit the growth in property taxes for local governments and 
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A Congressional Thank You 
 
On April 9, the District was honored to welcome Representative Jamaal Bowman 
to the District’s offices. Representative Bowman, who represents New York’s 16th  
congressional district, came to thank 13 Rye High School students who had 
manned a volunteer vaccine hotline that helped over 70 Rye community  
members secure COVID-19 vaccine appointments. Representative Bowman 
spoke to the students about the importance of service, the challenges of COVID 
to young people, and the impact of their efforts. He then gave each of them a 
Certificate of Congressional Recognition and took photos with the students. The 
vaccine hotline has now officially wrapped up operations given that vaccine  
appointments are now much more easily accessible. Congratulations to the  

students (listed below) and to Assistant Principal Dr. Robert Zegarelli for coordinating 
this important community service effort. 
Bailey Goodman (class of ‘22)   
Della Goodman (class of ‘24) 
Juliette Hamlen (class of ‘24)   
Holbrook Langley (class of ‘24)   
Hannah Lloyd (class of ‘21) 
Geoffrey Lien (class of ‘21) 
Zoe Lien (class of ‘23)   
Marin Martin (class of ‘21) 
Lauren Mehrara (class of ‘22) 
Ella Sheth (class of ‘24)   
Kelsey Walsh (class of ‘22) 
Madelyn (Maddy) Walsh (class of ‘24)  

Representative Bowman speaking 
to the students

Freshman Madelyn (Maddy) Walsh and 
Representative Bowman

Rep. Bowman, the students, and RCSD administrators

One of the Congressional recognition certificates

Continued from previous page.

Lifting Spirits 
Through Writing 
 
Junior Drew Burnham 
earned second place in 
the 4th annual Lifting Up 
Westchester Student 
Essay Contest. She will 
receive a cash prize and 
recognition during a  
virtual awards ceremony  
to be held in May. The 
topic for this year’s essay 
was “What I Learned 
From the Pandemic.”  
 
Entrants were asked to 
explore the changes and 
challenges they have  
experienced during the 
COVID- 19 pandemic. 
The contest is open to all 
seventh through twelfth 
graders who live and  
attend school in  
Westchester County.  
Lifting Up Westchester 
is a non-profit agency 
committed to helping 
homeless individuals 
achieve self-sufficiency.

schools to two percent a year, or the rate of inflation, whichever is lower. The 2021-22 budget 
represents an increase of 2% over the 2020-21 budget. 
 
The 2021-22 budget funds the current program for an anticipated 3,010 students. It includes 
staffing to support special education students at the high school and elementary level as well as 
adding a reading teacher at the middle school. The budget also provides funding for COVID-re-
lated health and safety expenses, currently totaling approximately $800,000 and growing. 
 
I invite you to learn more about the 2021-22 school district budget by watching the Budget 
Hearing at the May 4 Board of Education meeting, or reading the Budget Newsletter which will 
arrive in your home mailboxes in mid-May. In the meantime, please mark your calendars to vote 
on Tuesday, May 18, from 6:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. in the Rye Middle School gym. If you, a spouse, 
or family member will be out of town during the voting hours on May 18, please vote via an ab-
sentee ballot; applications for ballots are available here; we will not be mailing ballots to homes 
as we did last year during COVID. Thank you for your continued support of our schools!

https://www.liftingupwestchester.org/


 
 
LOOKING AHEAD: 
 
Tuesday, May 4 
Board of Education Meeting: 
Budget Hearing 7:30 p.m. 
 
Thursday, May 6 
League of Women Voters  
Board of Education  
Candidates forum  
7:00 p.m. 
Via Zoom: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/ 
88002418734#success 

Tuesday, May 18 
Budget vote and trustee election 
6:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.,  
RMS gym 
 
Board of Education Meeting:  
7:30 p.m.  
 
Monday, May 31 
Memorial Day:  
Schools and offices closed 
 

L to R: Cassidy Pagen, Lesley Lachman, Lily MacDonald and Charlotte MacDonald from the RHS Be The Change Club 
with signs to welcome back RHS seniors and juniors

Commendations   
 n Seventh-grader Dylan Arouh placed second in 

the Earth/Space category of the Tri County 
Science Fair 

 
 n Seniors Geoffrey Lien, Hannah Lloyd, and 

Airi Matsushita performed at the All State 
Concert on April 11. Congratulations to the 
students, their parents, and their teachers,  
Ms. Burrow and Mrs. Kraut 

 
 n The varsity football team ended the fall 2 

season undefeated (6-0) and as Class A south 
regional bowl champions 

 
 n Junior varsity football running back Caden 

Whaling was named the Rye Lions Club  
Athlete of the Month for March 

 
 n The girls varsity swimming & diving team 

ended their season 13th in section 
 
 n The girls varsity volleyball team made it to 

the sectional semi-finals this year 

https://my.lwv.org/new-york/rye-rye-brook-port-chester
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88002418734#success
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88002418734#success
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88002418734#success
https://discoveryctr.org/tri-county-science-and-technology-fair
https://discoveryctr.org/tri-county-science-and-technology-fair
https://discoveryctr.org/tri-county-science-and-technology-fair

