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Dear RCSD Community Member, 
 
Some of you may know that I have a deep interest in school design. My doctoral thesis was a 
qualitative study of the intersection of instructional space design and student engagement. 
Some people believe that the space where learning takes place doesn’t matter, but ask any 
teacher or student and they’ll tell you differently. That is why it is so important that teacher and 
student voices be heard during the design development phase of the capital projects at the Rye 
City School District – they are the true “end users”!   

To this end, the District is convening design teams for each of the approximately 20 projects 
that require architectural design components. The teams are comprised of students, teachers, 
and school administrators. The design teams meet with the District’s architects and engineers – 
sometimes in person, sometimes virtually – to provide feedback on and input towards the  
designs for the educational spaces. 

Thus far, design teams have made impactful contributions towards the design for the  
auditoriums at Midland and Osborn Schools, the Library/Media Center at Midland and Milton 
Schools, and the new wings at Midland and Osborn Schools. Having attended quite a few of 
these meetings, I can tell you that the professional architects have been absolutely amazed by 
some of the creative and insightful recommendations made by our students. 

Design teams for the third floor at Rye High School and the interdisciplinary space to be shared 
between RHS and RMS are just kicking off their meetings now.  Design teams for shared Rye 
High School and Middle School spaces, including the Performing Arts Center, the Atrium  
enclosure at the High School, the Library/Media Center, and the Art, Design and Engineering 
wing, will convene in the not-too-distant future.  

Junior Geoffrey Lien, a member of the RHS 3rd floor design team said, “Students around the 
world have actually voiced their opinion that education as a whole is not really changing while 
other aspects of our lives are, so seeing this change is great.” 

You can learn more about the design teams by visiting the Capital Project section of the RCSD 
website. If your student is inter-
ested in being a part of a design 
team, please contact Kaitlyn Sas-
sone, Director of Technology, at 
sassone.kaitlyn@ryeschools.org. 
We’d love to hear their ideas! 

Sincerely, 

 
 
 
Eric Byrne, Ed.D., Superintendent of Schools
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In January, I had the 
very pleasant  
experience of being  
interviewed by Peter  
Jovanovich of the Rye 
Record as part of the 
Record’s podcast series, 
the Rye Radio hour.  
The resulting podcast is  
available here on the 
Rye Record’s website. 
The interviews are 
more personal than 
professional. I hope 
you’ll take a listen, and I 
thank the paper for 
considering me an in-
teresting enough candi-
date for an interview! n

http://www.ryeschools.org/domain/1046
http://www.ryeschools.org/domain/1046
https://anchor.fm/ryerecordcom/episodes/The-Rye-Radio-Hour-Rye-City-Schools-eak2pv


Spotlight on the Arts 

Congratulations to the 28 Rye City School District music students chosen to play and sing in 
Area, Area All-State, All-County, intermediate, junior and elementary orchestras, symphonies 
and choruses. The students were recognized with Rye Recognition of Excellence awards at 
the February 25 Board of Education meeting. Play on! n

RHS Scores Big at the Science Olympiad 
 
The Rye High School Science Olympiad Team scored big at the New York State regional 
competition, held the first weekend in February.  The 29-member strong team took 
home numerous winning medals and placed 4th out of 43 schools. Three teams won 
first place for their events: 

● Jonah Mathisson and Paul Kraut for Water Quality 
● Paul Kraut and Max Girard for Fossils 
● Kaitlyn McGuire and Cristina Nievas Molina for Boomilever 

The team moves on to the State-level competition in Syracuse in March, a first in the  
18-year history of the team. 

Kudos to all the students and a big “thank you” to faculty advisors Ms. Sally Mitchell 
and Dr. Andrew Lask. n

The Rye High School Science Olympiad team

Gung Hay Fat Choy! Milton 
Kindergarteners celebrated the 
Lunar New Year dragon style



THANK YOU! 
 
A big thank you to Exxon 
Mobil for donating $500 to 
support STEM at the RCSD 
as part of the company’s 
Educational Alliance School 
Grant program. The annual 
gift goes towards support-
ing STEM programming. n

Information Session on School Board Service 
 
If you’ve ever thought about school board service, consider coming to the RCSD School 
Board Service Public Information and Question & Answer Session on Tuesday, March 3, at 
7:00 p.m. in the Rye Middle School Multipurpose Room. Current members of the Board of 
Education and Superintendent Eric Byrne will be on hand to provide an informal primer on 
School Board service. Hear about the experiences of Board members and learn about 
School Board responsibilities, time commitment, and election procedures. n

Current Board of Education Members, left to right: Kelly Smith-Powers, Jane Anderson, Blake Jines-
Storey, Vice President Katy Keohane Glassberg, President Jenn Boyle, Chris Repetto, and Callie Erickson

Get the RCSD App 
 
Did you know that the Rye 
City School District has a 
free mobile app?  The app 
is designed to deliver the 
content from the District’s 
website and other digital 
communications –  
including public an-
nouncements, news feeds, 
calendars, and social 
media posts – in a  
convenient format for  
your mobile devices.  

To get the app: 

Download the app for 
iPhones here. 

View instructions for 
iPhones here. 

Download the app for  
Androids here. 

View instructions for  
Androids here. n

https://apps.apple.com/in/app/id1142294105
https://www.ryeschools.org/cms/lib/NY02205427/Centricity/Domain/4/App%20Instructions%20for%20iPhone.pdf
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.blackboard.community.ryeschools
https://www.ryeschools.org/cms/lib/NY02205427/Centricity/Domain/4/App%20Instructions%20for%20Android.pdf


Commendations

● The Rye High School Science Olympiad Team advanced to the State-wide 
competition in Syracuse in March

● All five Rye High School seniors chosen for the National Merit Scholarship 
Program have progressed to Finalist status. Of the 15,000 Finalists, 7,500 
receive Merit Scholarships in the spring. Best of luck to Nicole Jonassen, 
Hahnbie Kim, Audrey Labovitz, Michael Liu, and Zachary Rosenstadt

● Sophomore Sean Yu received a Scholastic Writing Award Honorable Mention 
for his personal essay and memoir “The Dragon Tattoo”

● Students participating in Milton School’s and Midland School’s Readathons 
logged a combined total of 899,627 minutes

● The RHS boys varsity basketball team is in the Class A semifinals. They play at 
the County Center versus Pearl River on Wednesday, March 4, at 6:30 p.m.

● Senior Quinn Kelly scored his 1,000th point. He was the Con Edison 
scholar athlete award winner for the week of February 9

● The RHS girls varsity basketball team closed out the year with a record of
17-3 and are League II-D champions. They are currently in the Class A semifi-
nals. They play at the County Center versus Harrison on Thursday, March 5, at 
8:15 p.m.

● RHS varsity winter track athlete junior Katie Coyne is Section 1 Champion in 
600 meters, with a new school record of 1:36.4. She now advances to the State 
meet

● RHS Junior Sophie Brett qualified for and competed at 2020 NYSPHSAA Skiing 
Championships February 24-25

● The RHS varsity ice hockey team is ranked number 2 and will play in 
the Section 1 Finals at the Brewster Ice Arena versus John Jay-Cross River 
on Sunday, March 1, at 1:00 p.m.

● The RHS varsity boys and
girls squash teams competed
at High School Squash
Nationals at Wesleyan on
February 22

● 8th grader Ryan Crozier
was winner of the RMS
Geography Bee

 CONGRATULATIONS!

RHS Senior Quinn Kelly  
celebrates his 1,000th point

LOOKING AHEAD: 

Board of Education  
Service Interest Meeting 
7:00 p.m. 
Board of Education 
Budget Work Session 
7:30 p.m. 
RMS Multipurpose Room 

Friday, March 6 
Rye High School Parsons 
Street Players present 
“Mamma Mia!” 
7:00 p.m. 
Performing Arts Center 

Saturday, March 7 
Rye High School Parsons 
Street Players Present 
“Mamma Mia!” 
2:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
Performing Arts Center 

Friday, March 13 
Superintendent’s  
Conference Day 
All Schools Closed for 
Students 

Tuesday, March 17 
Board of Education  
Meeting 
8:00 p.m. 
RMS Multipurpose Room 

Saturday, March 21 
Community Budget Café 
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
RMS Multipurpose Room 

Tuesday, March 24 
Board of Education  
Meeting/Budget  
Adoption 
8:00 p.m. 
Rye Middle School  
Multipurpose Room 




