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Dear RCSD Community Member, 
 
This month we are continuing our snapshot 
look into what remote learning is like in our 
schools for students, parents, and teachers. 

In the past month, we’ve seen a huge uptick in 
the use of Google Hangouts, the video applica-
tion that is part of the Google suite of educa-
tional programs. A recent survey of our faculty 
found that over 50 percent of our teachers are 
holding at least three Hangout sessions per 
week. Many teachers have found Hangouts to 
be an excellent tool to communicate with indi-
vidual students, for use in small group instruc-
tion, and to provide extra support or virtual  
office hours. 

Over 200 of our parents have participated in 
parent university classes online. Teachers  
continue to dive into professional development 
to hone their skills with applications. Everyone 
is getting far better at remote learning and 
teaching than we ever dreamed. One possible 
unexpected outcome? We may never have  
another day off of school for a snow day again! 
Don’t tell your students. 

Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
Eric Byrne, Ed.D., Superintendent of Schools

Budget Update  
by Superintendent Byrne 
 
Those of you who follow the Rye City School District budget process 
know that by this time of year, we would normally have already held 
our annual school district budget vote and trustee election. Due to the 
COVID-19 crisis, Governor Cuomo issued an Executive Order that school 
district budget votes were to be delayed and take place by mail-in vote 
on June 9, 2020.  

During his daily press briefings, the Governor has indicated that he ex-
pects that New York State will experience large budget shortfalls this 
year due to declining tax revenues, perhaps necessitating significant 
cuts to State Aid for school districts throughout the 2020-21 school year. 
Given that distinct possibility, the Board of Education and I have gone 
back to the original Superintendent’s Recommended Budget to find 
areas of potential cost-cutting. In order to be prepared for this potential 
scenario and, keeping in mind the fragile fiscal environment, we 
worked to identify a 10% reduction of our projected expenses. It was 
our goal to keep these reductions as far away from our instructional 
program as possible to lessen the impact on students.  

We were able to find some savings through elimination of some  
administrative positions and the reduction of one elementary school 
classroom teaching position due to lower projected enrollment. We 
were fortunate to realize some savings in the contribution rates for 
health insurance for our faculty and staff in the amount of $150,000. 
Those monies will be reallocated to technology to support the potential 
need for live streamed video to deliver remote learning in the fall. We 
were able to find an estimated $60k savings in transportation costs for 
next year, and an additional $60k has been trimmed from textbook  
purchases. All together, these reductions equal $488,738. 

Look for the annual budget newsletter in the mail shortly, and your  
ballot and return envelope shortly thereafter. Please be sure to return 
your ballot by mail as soon as possible to ensure your vote is counted. 
In addition, there will be a ballot box available at the District’s offices at 
555 Theodore Fremd, Suite B-101, on Tuesday June 9, 2020, until 
5:00PM when the polls close. Please don’t forget to vote this year. n
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We are here  
for you.



Al Mercado helped students go into the woods safely

Remote Learning  
for Students 

Rye High School 

Rye High School Coach Al Mercado created a video for an Outdoor Education Unit for his 11th  
and 12th grade students. The video helped guide students on how to safely plan a day hike using 
the Alltrails app or hikethehudsonvalley.com. After completing their hike, students were asked to 
submit a hiking plan, which included an evaluation of the hike’s level of difficulty, equipment 
needed, goals of the hike, etc. n

Rye High School history teacher Sara Charles asked her AP Art History class students to re-create 
and analyze historical art using collaborative slide decks. Students were asked to analyze how the  
art reflects important historical or social themes of the time. n

Take care of 
one another.

A student re-creation of The Stonebreakers



A student’s art Padlet

Rye High School art teacher Nichole Chifriller’s students are using Padlet, an online virtual 
bulletin board, to provide peer-to-peer feedback on their artwork. In this case, AP Studio Art 
2D Design students use a Padlet to post the work they are considering submitting to the 
College Board for AP credit. The class used Padlet to give their fellow students feedback on 
their selections. n

Remote Learning  
for Students 

Rye High School 



Middle School Spanish teacher Danielle Kelly brought Cinco de Mayo 
to life for her students by conducting a Google Hangout in Spanish to 
teach them how to make guacamole. A parent event joined in to give 
students a mini history lesson of the origin of the day – in Spanish,  
of course! n

Señora King’s online Spanish lesson

Cinco de Mayo snacks courtesy of Señora Kelly 

Remote Learning  
for Students 

Rye Middle School 

Middle School Latin teacher Andres Soltren’s 8th grade students used Google Slides 
to create slideshows of a Roman virtual vacation describing an imaginary trip itinerary 
in English and Latin. n



Remote Learning  
for Students 

Elementary Schools 

A virtual birthday card on Google classroom

The singing Silviottis 

Birthday girl Callie Hill’s show-and-tell 

Midland School fourth grade teacher Andrea Silviotti 
has found a way to make her student’s birthday cele-
brations special. Ms. Silviotti makes videos of her and 
her family singing happy birthday to the birthday boy or 
girl. Ms. Silviotti asks the celebrant to blow out a candle 
she is holding. She then pauses the video, surrepti-
tiously blows out the candle, and resumes the video 
(no telling!). She congratulates the student for being 
able to blow out the candle from so far away! The en-
tire class signs a virtual birthday card which is posted 
on Google Classroom and the class watches the birth-
day boy or girl’s Seesaw show-and-tell post. With five 
birthdays already since the closing of school, the class 
has perfected the art of celebrating remotely. n



Milton School second grade teachers Amanda Massett, 
Dayna Reist, and Katy Ridley took the annual Biography Tea 
celebration online this year. Students dressed up as a variety 
of historical and cultural figures, from authors to artists and 
scientists to U.S. Presidents. Each student presented to the 
class about their historical personage’s life and importance 
during a virtual wax museum. n

Remote Learning  
for Students 

Elementary Schools 

Micah Golub as Bruce Lee presents to Mrs. Reist’s class 

Ava Apostolatos as Rosa Parks 

Phillipe Crane as Daniel Boone 

Reach out if you  
need assistance.



Osborn School Speech Pathologist Samantha Cullen 
works with students during Google Hangouts to  
reinforce speaking fluency strategies. Students can  
practice while being given visual supports and receiving 
direct feedback – both critical for success in speech. n

Remote Learning  
for Students 

Elementary Schools 

A student working with Ms. Cullen via Google Hangout 

Osborn School teacher Dina Gelman created a movie 
trailer to announce a fun way her class could connect 
with her and each other and then surprised her students 
with a “flat Mrs. Gelman” paper doll sent by mail to their 
homes. The paper version of Mrs. Gelman came along 
with a “Flat Teacher Adventure” activity chart along the 
lines of the famous educational project “Flat Stanley.” n



LOOKING AHEAD: 
 
Sunday, May 31,  
2:00-4:00 p.m. 
RHS Class of 2020  
Graduation Caravan 
Begins at Rye Playland  
and winds through town 
 
Monday, June 1,  
6:00 p.m. 
RCSD 2020-21 Budget 
Hearing  
Remote access 
Submit questions  
in advance to:  
feedback@ryeschools.org 
 
Tuesday, June 2,  
7:00 p.m. 
Board of Education  
Meeting  
Remote access 
 
Tuesday, June 9 
Budget Vote and Board of 
Education trustee election 
 
Tuesday, June 9,  
7:00 p.m. 
Board of Education  
Meeting  
Remote access 
 
Tuesday, June 16,  
7:00 p.m. 
Board of Education  
Meeting  
Remote access 
 
Wednesday, June 17,  
Last day of school  
for students 

COMMENDATIONS  
RMS 7th grade English teacher Peter Gouveia appeared as a contestant on the 
quiz show Jeopardy! on May 25 as part of the 2020 Teachers Tournament. The 
show was recorded in early February and will be available to watch until June 5 
 
The District’s Facilities Department lent one of its electrostatic sanitizing 
sprayers to The Osborn home to help the senior living facility keep residents  
and staff safe 
 
The District’s Food Service Department has served over 850 meals to Rye fami-
lies in need via weekday breakfast and lunch service at the High School cafeteria.  
The District has made several donations of perishable goods to Bread of Life 

Senior Sports Slideshow 
 
To honor and celebrate RHS senior class athletes, the Athletic Department created a 
slideshow of their achievements. To watch the slide show, please click on the link below: 
Watch the RHS Senior Sports Slideshow 
 
Congratulations to the student athletes on their successes these past four years! n

Jeopardy! host Alex Trebek with RMS teacher Peter Gouveia

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vQ3tA8-B5AZlKWJpu1bje_VYDzqOVBHlslWT7nfQwggDl7Wmu5iEnJ6o0iGqqsITtGBQtTSvD4n0OuG/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=5000



