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Dear RCSD Community Member, 

It is with deep appreciation and some regret that I share the news that Mrs. Patricia Taylor and 
Dr. JoAnne Nardone have decided to retire from their positions as Principal of Rye High School 
and Principal of Milton School, respectively, at the end of the school year. Mrs. Taylor has been 
Principal of Rye High School for eight years. Before becoming Rye High’s Principal, she served 
as the Assistant Principal for Guidance and Support Services for 10 years, and as a Guidance 
Counselor for six. Dr. Nardone has been Principal of Milton School for 20 years. 

In their tenures as the leaders of Rye High and Milton School, 
Mrs. Taylor and Dr. Nardone have overseen tremendous 
growth in school enrollment, guided their schools through  
immense curricular and physical renovations, and have been 
responsible for the hiring of many of the current faculty and 
staff. They have diligently shepherded hundreds of children 
and families through critical formative years in their lives, and 
have made a lasting impact on the Rye community. While we 
know that Mrs. Taylor’s and Dr. Nardone’s colleagues and  
faculty will feel their loss, we fully support their decision and 
wish them all the best in their well-deserved retirement as 

they go on to enjoy time with family and friends and to pursue personal goals.  

The District will undertake a comprehensive search process 
to find the next Principals for Rye High School and Milton 
School beginning in January 2020, with the goal of hiring 
the new Principals in the spring in order for them to join the 
District over the summer. As a first step, the District will hire 
a professional search consultant who will gather feedback 
from the community to develop candidate profiles, advertise 
nationally for the positions, and assist in evaluating the  
candidates.  The Administration will also form search  
committees comprised of administrators, faculty, staff,  
students (in the case of Rye High School), and parents. We 
will share more details in January when we begin the search 
process in earnest. 

We also plan to recognize Mrs. Taylor’s and Dr. Nardone’s contributions to the school and to 
the community of Rye in the spring. We will keep you posted on those plans as well. 

Please join me in congratulating Mrs. Taylor and Dr. Nardone and wishing them all the best. 

Sincerely, 

Eric Byrne, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
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Lunch for Dinner 
The Middle School Multipurpose 
Room was bustling on the night of 
November 26. Parents, students, 

and their younger siblings all stopped by 
to sample Aramark’s lunchtime offerings 
and see what the RMS lunch scene is all 
about. High ratings went to the mac 
n’cheese and sushi rolls. Diners had a 
chance to talk to Aramark representatives 
about the changes to the school cafeterias, 
and younger students enjoyed seeing 
where the “big kids” dine. n

THANK YOU 

Thank you to all the  
students, parents, faculty, 
and staff who have taken 
time out of their busy 
schedules to make the  
holidays brighter  
for others: 

● The Midland Elves
delivered gifts to the
Port Chester Housing
Authority and the Don
Bosco Center

● The Osborn Holiday
Angels threw a holiday
party for Carver Center
children, complete
with gifts, snacks,
and Santa

● The Milton School
Holiday Toy Drive
delivered gifts to
benefit the 5 Steps to
Five parenting program
in Port Chester

● Rye High School
students collected for
Toys for Tots and helped
make sure those Santa
letters from mailboxes at
Rye Rec and in front of
Sammy and Nat made
their way to and from
the North Pole

RMS sixth graders sample menu items

Milton parent Malina Malkani and her three 
daughters check out the RMS cafeteria

Focusing on Math!

At the December 10 Board of Education 
meeting, the RCSD elementary math  
program came in for some serious  
calculation. Teachers from all three  
elementary schools and a parent  
representative appeared on a panel to talk 
about how the District's new Singapore 
Math-based math curriculum, "Math in 
Focus," is taking root with students and 
teachers.  The sum total? Students are  
having a lot of fun with the new program 
while learning deep math skills and 
concepts. Teachers themselves are learning new ways to teach familiar math 
concepts and enjoying hearing more “math talk” from kids at all grade levels. 
Kudos to the teachers and parent who participated on the panel: 

Alison Bily, 3rd-grade teacher, Milton School 
Dina Gelman, Kindergarten teacher, Osborn School 
Stephanie Lauro, 4th-grade teacher, Midland School 
Lisa Lonnegran, 5th-grade teacher, Osborn School 
Nicole Manfredi, Special Education teacher, grades 1-4, Midland School 
Lolita Platt-Higgins, parent representative to RCSD math curriculum review committee 

Watch the panel discussion here and fast-forward to timestamp 17:15 n

Fourth graders working in a small group 
with place value chips as part of the new 
elementary math program 

A festive door at Milton School

http://https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdRfafwEH0TbF2Ci8tJtFTZ__NQnB4OjGaPo7hHbvoKKiB1Gw/viewform  
http://boevideos.ryeschools.org/video/379072673


LOOKING AHEAD: 

December 23- January 3 
Winter Recess 
All Schools Closed 
Monday, January 6 
All schools re-open 

Tuesday, January 7 
Board of Education  
Meeting 
8:00 p.m. 
RMS Multipurpose Room 

Monday, January 20 
Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Day 
All schools and  
offices closed 

Tuesday, January 21 
Board of Education  
Meeting 
8:00 p.m. 
RMS Multipurpose Room 

Wednesday, January 29 
RMS Winter Jazz Night 
7:00 p.m. 
RMS Multipurpose Room 

Commendations

● The boys varsity soccer team received a number of awards at the All Section
awards dinner (see caption above for individual honors). They also received the
Section 1 sportsmanship award given by the Athletic Administrators Association

● All of Rye High School’s fall varsity sports teams received Scholar Athlete Team
Awards from NYSPHAA, the New York State Public High School Athletic Association.
To earn the moniker, a team’s average GPA for 75% of the roster must be greater
than, or equal to, 90

● Senior boys varsity soccer team captain Jonathan Mehrara was named the Con
Edison Scholar-Athlete for the week of December 1

● The boys varsity basketball team won the Cliff Clinton Classic Tournament
sponsored by the Rye City Lions Club on December 7

● Senior girls varsity swimming and diving team captain Katie Laverty was named
the Con Edison Scholar-Athlete of the week for the week of December 8

● In her debut race, freshman Leyla Murati broke Rye’s 9th grade school record for
the 600M and placed second at the Section One Kickoff Meet on December 8

● The girls varsity basketball team won the Rye Rotary Holiday Classic on December
13 and 14

● Midland fourth grader Tino MacKinnon and third grader Kilian MacKinnon
competed in the USA Track & Field National Junior Olympic Cross Country
Championship in Wisconsin on December 14. Kilian placed 17th overall in the boys
8U 2K, and Tino placed 7th overall in the boys 9-10 3K

● Katie Coyne, Leyla Murati, Christina Nievas Molina, and Caroline Stevens broke
the school’s 800 meter relay record at the New York City Armory on December 14 n

Left to right: Michael Traynor (All State, All Section, All League); Nic Logan (All Section, All League); 
Jonathan Mehrara (Honorable Mention, All League); Coach Jonathan Tuttle; Jake Creus (All Section, 
Conference II, League D MVP, All League); Kai Haesslein (Honorable Mention, All League).  
Not pictured: Kevin Abbondanza (All League); Malcolm McQueeney (All League)




