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Dear RCSD Community,
The Rye City School District is incredibly grateful for the support
of the many community organizations that give generously of
their time and financial resources for the benefit of our students.
I want to extend a huge thank you to the City of Rye Police Benevolent Association (PBA)
and the Rotary Club of Rye for their support of an exciting new program to benefit students at
Midland, Milton, and Osborn Schools: BluePath Service Dogs.
BluePath Service Dogs is a non-profit organization that pairs autistic children with a service dog
for use in school and at home. The dogs provide the students the invaluable gifts of safety and
companionship, and the precious opportunity for independence. Learn more about BluePath
by clicking here.
At Midland and Milton Schools, service dogs visit students in
self-contained classrooms to provide therapy. The dogs also visit
classrooms at Osborn School regularly. Scientific studies confirm
the transformative nature of the human-canine bond, and as a
result, there has been a dramatic increase in the use of animal
assisted-therapies both in and out of schools. For example, for
children with autism, the comfort and companionship of a
well-trained dog can serve as the catalyst for remarkable changes
in sleeping, eating, and social behaviors.
Milton 5th Grader Anthony
Franzoni with BluePath visitor
and handler
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The original idea to bring service dogs to the Rye Schools came Midland students with BluePath dogs
from Detective Dave Caputo who is President of the PBA Board.
The PBA is the community outreach arm of the City of Rye’s Police Department. One of the
PBA’s goals is to “strengthen relationships between its members and the residents of the City
of Rye” by helping those in need. The BluePath program certainly fulfills these goals; the PBA
provides the chief financial support for the program with significant assistance from the school
district and the Rotary Club of Rye.
The Rotary Club of Rye has been a stalwart supporter of the Rye City School District for many,
many years. The Rotary generously provides annual scholarships that benefit our seniors, they
host an annual sportsmanship luncheon for players from the Rye and Harrison team prior to
The Game, and Rotary Foundation Dinners have honored legendary Rye High School football
coach Dino Garr and memorialized track coach Jim Yedowitz.
We are extremely grateful for the continued support of the Rye
PBA and the Rotary Club of Rye as we work to help all of Rye’s
children achieve their greatest potential. This gift will make a real
difference in the lives of students, families, and teachers for years
to come.
Sincerely,
Eric Byrne, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

Making new friends
at Osborn

The 39 Steps
The Rye High School Parsons Street Players
presented Alfred Hitchcock’s “The 39 Steps”
in three performances on October 22 and
23. The comedic spy story brought down the
(masked, socially-distanced) house in the
first live performance in the Performing Arts
Center in two years.

Spotlight on the Arts

Bravo to the cast and crew!

Scenes from “The 39 Steps,” photos courtesy of
Grey Cat, Inc.

Mello Scholarship Award Winners

Doug Mello with (left to right) Jack Garnett, Caden Whaling, and A.J. Troilo

Each year, before the annual Rye-Harrison Game, two seniors from Rye High School and
Harrison High School receive the Christopher Mello Award. The memorial scholarship award
was established by the family of Chris Mello, the Rye High School class of 1994 football
captain who died on 9/11. Since 2002, the foundation has given out more than $70,000 in
scholarships to Rye and Harrison football players.
This year, the Rye-Harrison Game was back to taking place in the fall, but things weren’t
entirely as usual. The Mello family couldn’t choose between two exemplary young men from
Rye, so they both were named honorees from Rye. They are senior football captains Jack
Garnett and Caleb Whaling. From Harrison, the winner was A.J. Troilo. All three of the boys
were chosen for best embodying the spirit and character that Mellow exemplified in life. n

RHS National Honor Society
Inducts 168 New Members
The Rye High School chapter of the National Honor Society
(NHS) welcomed 168 new members at a candle lighting ceremony at the High School Performing Arts Center on October 27.
The RHS National Honor Society requires students to have a cumulative average of 90 and perform a minimum of 75 volunteer
hours to be eligible for membership. The Rye High School faculty nominated students who they believe embody the NHS
Daniel Roberts lights the Candle
of Character

ideals to light the
candles: Vanessa
Lahrkamp for scholarship, Rafay Syed for leadership, Hadley Bernardi
for service, and Daniel
Roberts for character.
The students lit candles
to represent each of
these qualities, and all
joined in repeating the
pledge of induction.
Congratulations to the
newest members of
the RHS chapter of
the NHS! n

Hadley Bernardi lights the
Candle of Service

Rafay Syed lights the Candle of Leadership

Vanessa Lahrkamp lights the Candle of Scholarship

Commendations
The Rye High School cheerleading team went to regionals on October 20 and is
headed to sectionals on November 7

LOOKING AHEAD:
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 2
SUPERINTENDENT’S
CONFERENCE DAY/
ELECTION DAY
ALL SCHOOLS CLOSED
FOR STUDENTS
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 9
BOARD OF EDUCATION
MEETING: OPEN TOPICS
FORUM (PLEASE REGISTER TO
ATTEND BY CLICKING HERE)
7:00 P.M.
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 11
VETERANS’S DAY
SCHOOLS AND
OFFICES CLOSED
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 23
BOARD OF EDUCATION
MEETING
7:30 P.M.
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 25
AND FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 26
THANKSGIVING RECESS
SCHOOLS AND
OFFICES CLOSED

The boys and girls cross country teams took 19th and 18th respectively at the
Westchester County Championship races on October 23. The team is participating
in sectionals on November 6
The girls varsity field hockey team won over Sleepy Hollow in the quarter finals
and advanced to the semifinals vs. John Jay Cross River
The varsity football team is currently undefeated, winning the league title in a
game over Pelham on October 22 and advancing to the quarterfinals vs. John Jay
Cross River on Friday, October 29
The girls varsity soccer team was undefeated league champs at the end of season
play and won over Pearl River in the Class A semifinals on Thursday. They head to
the Sectional Final match at at Nyack High School on Sunday
The girls varsity tennis senior captains Charlotte Ausfahl and Juliette Stone
earned the Section 1 doubles title with a 6-2, 6-4 win over Byram on October 13
and are headed to the NYSPHSAA Tennis State Championships representing Rye
and Section One from October 28-30 in Schenectady
Congratulations to Rye High School Tutoring Center teacher Jaime Stabile for
earning tenure on September 28

National Merit Commended Students
Twenty-three Rye High School seniors were named 2022 National Merit Scholarship Program Commended Students in late September. The students earned the recognition by
scoring well on the PSAT/NMSQT test taken their junior year. Of the over 1.5 million juniors
in about 21,000 high schools nationwide who took the test, approximately 34,000 were
named Commended Students, meaning that these students placed among the top five percent of all the students who took the exam. Rye High School’s 23 Commended Students are:
Lucy Adelson
Taran Agarwal
Matteo Balentine
Ryan Becton
Pierce Buckner-Wolfson
Sofia Cabrera
Zoe Dempster
Andrew Fogarty

Margaret Graseck
Savanna Harvey
Sophia Hofmann
Claire Labovitz
Monica Macarie
Keith Miller
Christopher Park
Penelope Peters

Nicholas Rosenstadt
Hailey Ryan
Emily Saurack
Rafay Syed
Kelsey Walsh
Zhuofei Wu
Aarav Yadav

The students will be recognized at a special recognition ceremony on November 9. n

